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TIE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  , THE,  . JEM  . 1 

To  The  OHAIRMAET  and  MEMBERS  of  the  GLYEOORRWG  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL* 

Gent  lemen, 

I hare  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  Annual 'Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  ''f  Health  for  1.955* 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health  as  contained  in 
Circular  17/55  (Wales)  f r on  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Consideration  is  given  to  Vital  Statistics  and 
these  include  details  of  the  population, ' births,  deaths, 
Infant  Mortality  and  Maternal  Mortality.  The  details 
relating  to  Infectious  Diseases  are  also  included  and  special 
reference  is  made  to  the  measles  epidemic  that  occurred 
during  the  Summer  months  of  the*. period  under  review* 

Reference  is  made  under  the  Housing  Section  to 
certain  requirements  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954- 


In  the  section  dealing  with  Hygiene  of  Food, 
the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955,  are  described  together 
with  some  of  the  implications  involved  in  their  administration. 
As  there  is  one  licenced  Slaughter  House  now  operative  in 
the  District,  details  in  the"  prescribed  form  of  the  worl:  of 
meat  inspection  are  included  this  year. 


The 


whole-hearted  and  friendly  spirit  of 
b'r  members  and 'colleagues  alike 


rould  life 

V 


is  worthy 
:>  refer 


co-operation  shown 

•of  grateful  comment.  In  particular/ ' I 
to  the  loyal  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  John  Tate  has  performed  his  varied  tasks  and 
for" his  valuable  contributions  to  this  report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient -servant, 


D.H.J. ' WILLIAMS , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  The  Vital  Statistics  section  of  the  Annual 

Report  gives  a valuable  indication  of  the  state  of  health  of 
the  population  of  the  District.  It  will  be  sec-n  that  the 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the. .population  has  only 
increased  by  ten  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  These 
estimates  are  worked  out  by  complicated  methods  and  are 
relative  to  the  Census  returns  collected  at  ten  year  intervals. 
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the  year  1955  the 

" " 1954  " 

n w 11 

" " 1952  " 

tr  it  -j  93^  it 

" ,f  1921  " 

tr  u -1  91 1 11 

" " 1901  " 


estimated  population  was  9,56e 
" " if  9,550 

" " " 9,490 

" if  " 9,338 

census  " " 10,208 

” u 10,772 

" " 8,689 

tr  0 » 6,452 


The  rateable'-  value  of  the  area  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1955  was  as  follows:*- 


General  Rate  purposes  A £31,530  : 0 : Gd. 

Sum' represented  by  Id,  Rate  £114  : 8 : Od, 


2.  BIRTHS . 

The  live  births  during  1 955  amounted  to  182 
of  which  96  were  males  and  86  were  females.  Of  the  8 
still-births  recorded,  1 was  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  of  19.04  per  1,000  population 
compares  with  20.63  for  the  previous  year  and  15.0  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

For  comparison  purposes,  a table  showing  the 
domiciliary  and  hospital  births  is  included  below  - 


Humber  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  area:-  87. 

Number  of  live  births  (Glyncorrwg  U, D. C.  mothers) 

in  Neath  General  Hospital:--  85. 

Number  of  live  births  (Glyncorrwg  U.D.C.  mothers) 
in  Maes teg  Maternity  Home  and  Bridgend  General  Hospital:-  10. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  102  live  births 
registered,  95  took  place  in  hospital,  the  remainder  being 
attended  by  the  staff  of  Domiciliary  Midwives  employed  by  the 
County  Council, 
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3.  DEATHS, 


* 


There  were  1 00_  deaths,  comprising  66  males 
and  34  females,  giving  a death  rate  of*  10.46  per  1,000  of* 
the  population.  This-  compares  with  a death  rate  of  11.7 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales . 

J.  - * - * v' 

The  following  tables  shows  the  death  rate  in 
recent  years:-  ’ > ■ ■ - 

1953  1954  1953  1952  1951  1 95G  1949  1948  1947  1946 

10.46  9.11  10.64  10.12  13.  '6  9.61  11.2  11.9  14.9  .11.8 

Again  the  majority  of  deaths  were  attributed  to 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels,  though  there  was  a 
relatively  high  death  rate  particularly  amongst  males  from 
diseases  affecting  the  respiratory  system.  There  were  five 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  - all  occurring  in  males. 

4.  HIEAHT  MORTALITY. 

v Eight  infants  failed  to  reach  their  first 
birthday,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  43.96.  The 
Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
24.9. 

r I give  below  for  comparison  purposes  a table 

showing  the  Infant  Mortality  rates  fTor  the  past  ten  years 

1955  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948-'  1947  1 946 

43.96  50.76  43.72  23.15  40.91  72.63  56.0  74.0  56.0  71. 0 

.Apart < from  the  three  cases  of  ne-o-natal  death, 
it  is  felt  that  had  medical  assistance  been  sought  earlier  or  '' 
the  serious  nature  of  the  infants ? condition  been  appreciated, 
some  of  these  de atlas  might  perhaps  have  been  avoided. 

Education  in  parentcraft,  the  relief  of  over- 
crowding and  general  improvement  in  living  conditions  can 
and  will  do  much  to  reduce  the  Infant  Mortality  rate. 

Table  2 at  Ithe  end  of  the  report  gives  details 
of  the  causes  of  death- of  infants  under  three  headings  - 
Within  the  first  twenty  four  hours  of  birth,  Between  one  day 
and  one  month,  and  From-  one  -month  to  one  year. 

5.  I.iATEBHAL  MORTALITY. " 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  report  that  there 
were  no  deaths  of  mothers  attributable  to  pregnancy  or 
childbirth  during  1955. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  1THE  DISTRICT . 
HOSPITALS 

The  Urban  District-  falls  within  the  area-  of  the 
Mi d- Gl amofg an  Hospital  Management  Committee,  This 
Committee  administers  fourteen  hospitals  in  areas  adjoining 
the  District.  Details  of  the  hospitals  were  included  in  my 
report  for  1954  and  will,  therefore,  be  omitted  this  year. 

Mention  should,  however,  be  made  of  the 
arrangements  for  hospitalisation  of  Expectant  Mothers.  Beds 
are  available  for  non-emergency  allocation  by  me  in  my 
capacity  of  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council  at  Neath  General  -Hospital, 

i#.  * . r ■ 4 ;*  - 

By  arrangement  with  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Health 
Division,  mothers  from  the  District  are  occasionally 
admitted  to  Bridgend  Hospital  or  to  the  Maesteg  Maternity 
Hospital.  The  Maesteg  Hospital  is  staffed  by  Obstetric 
General  Practitioners  and  is  usually  reserved  for  patients 
on  their  own  lists. 

With  few  exceptions,  emergency  maternity 
cases  are  all  admitted  to  Heath  General  Hospital. 

CHEST  CLINICS.  ' ■ 

The  Chest  Clinics  serving  the  Urban  District 
are  situated  at  Bridgend  and  at  Maesteg. 

GENERAL  PRACTITIONER  SERVICE. 

Two  partnerships  consisting  of  two  Doctors 
each  serve  the  population  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District, 
all  the  Dootors  being  resident  in  the  district.  An 
efficient  twenty  four  hours  per  day  service  is  maintained. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICE . 

As  has  been  reported  previously,  the  Pharmacy 
established  in  Cymmer  has  served  to  fill  a long  felt  need' 
in  the  District  and  reduces  the  dispensing  responsibilities 
of  most  of  the  general  practitioners. 

OPHTHALMIC  AND  DENTAL  SERVICES. 

Residents  are  required  to  travel  outside  the 
area  for  these  services  and  obtain  them  in  Maesteg,  Meath 
and  Port  Talbot, 
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DOMICILIARY  IvIIDWIPERY  SERVICE. 


The  Glamorgan  County  Council  provides  the/ 
Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  in  the  area  and  the"  day  to  day 
administration  is  carried  nut  «at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  Park  House,  Theodore  Road,  Port  Talbot.  Two . 

County  Midv/ives  and  one  IT urse /Midwife  are  employed,;; and 
Gas  and  Air  analgesia  is  available  to  all  suitable. cases  - 
for  the  relief  of  pain  and  discomfort  during. childbirth.  ‘ 


DOMICILIARY  HUR3IHG  SERVICE. 

Like,  that  for  Midwifery,  this  service  is 
administered  by  the  County  Council  through  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 


Medical  comforts  in  the  form  of  bed  rests, 
sputum  mugs,  rubber  sheets,  bed  pans,  urinals,  rubber  air 
rings,  wheel  chairs,  etc.,  are  available  for  issue  on 
certification  in  any  case  of  need.  There  is  no  hiring 
charge  for  this  type  of  equipment. 

HOMS  HELP  SERVICE. 


A team  of  part-time  and  casual  Home  Helps 
are  employed  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  to  provide 
domiciliary  help  in  homes  where  there  is  need  that  cannot 
be  satisfied  within  the  family  framework.  The  service  is 
mainly  utilised  by  the  chronic  sick,  the  aged  -and  infirm 
the  blind,  the  tuberculous,  and  in  homes  who  re  confinements' 
ha-ve  taken  place.  There  is  a charge  for  this  service,  and 
assessment  is  made  on  the  income  in  accordance  with 
County  Council  Regulations. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  is  operated  by  the  County  Council, 
the  control  centre  being  situated  at  Heath  (Telephone 
Humber  - ITeath  871. ).  Plans  to  equip  all  ambulance  cars  with 
short  wave  radio  receiver/transmitters  to  improve  contact 
with  Control,  are  shortly  to  be  put  into  effect, 

WEIRVRE  SERVICES. 

The  Welfare  services'  are  administered  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  and  the  L' cal  Office  is  situated  at 
8,  Wind  Street,  Meath. 


This  department  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  Part  111  Hostel  Accommodation,  care  of  the 
homeless  and  care  of  property  etc.,  of  patients  in 
hospital  who  have  no  relatives  to  undertake  this  respons- 
ibility, the  visiting  of  and  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
handicapped. 
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CLINIC  SERVICES  > • . ' 

Both  Ante-ITatal  and  Infant  Welfare  clinic 
facilities  arc  provi de  1 by.  the  Local  health  Authority, 

Regular  examinations,  urine  and  bloc  A,  an!  blood 
pressure,  vaccinations,  inn^nlE  at  i arm,  health  education 
and  advice • together  With  the  sale  of  welfare  and  other 
foods  arc  carried,  out  at  these*  clinics.' 

MINOR  GmVBCOLOCiCAL  CLjQTIC. 

Under  the  arrange non ts  of  the  County  Council 
a clinic  is  held  once  monthly  in  Port  Pallet  for  married 
women  who  require  advice  on  birth  control  on  medical  grounds. 
Phis  clinic  is  administered  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
and  appointments  are  arranged  on  the  representation  of 
me  di cal  pract i t i one rs . 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  Officer  duly  authorised,  to  take  initial 
proceedings  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Prcntnent  Acts 
for  the  provision  off  care  and  treatment  of  persons  in  the 
area  suffering  from  mental  illness  is  Mr.  E.J.  Powell, 

26,  Dyfodwg  Street,  Prcorchy  (Telephone  number  Pentre .3317)* 

MENTAL , DEFECTIVES . 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  is  res pons ible  for 
the  ascertainment,  supervision  and  general  welfare  of  mental 
defectives  and  an  occupation  Centre  has  been  provided  in 
Bag  lan. 

Defectives  in  need  of  residential  or  institution 
care  are  referred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  being  responsible  for  acquainting  the  Board 
of  the  degree  off  urgency,  of  admission. 

HAffiQKAL  SQCiEPy  POE  -ggS  PIffIVXPif  IOH_  OP  CRULLPH  TO.  CHILDRMT. 

The  Local  Inspector’s  address  is  10,  Gnoll 
Orescent,  Heath  (Telephone  number  Heath  69b)* 

H 0 U S I H G. 

A total  of  35  new  houses  v/ore  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  Of  these,  34  were  Unity  type 
houses  built  by  the.  Council  on  -their  Croeserw  Housing  Estate, 
and  1 was  erected  by  a private  owner  at  Cymmer. 

» ■ * ‘ 

Work/ 
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HOUSING  (Continue cl). 


Work  is  well  advanced  on  the  remaining  10 
"Unity”  houses  which  will  complete  the  total  of  100  of  this 
type  of  house  to  be  erected  on  the  Gross erw  site. 

The  erection  of  7 6 "Gregory"  type  houses 
at  Ynyscorrwg  site,  Glyncorrwg,  is  also  proceeding 
satisfactorily,  but  none  were  ready  for  occupation  by  the 
end  of  the  year  under  review. 

Dwelling  houses  completed  by  your  Authority 
since  the  war  now  total  449. 

Local  Authorities  were  required  under  Section 
1 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1994,  to  submit  to 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  the  puth 
August  1995,  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in 
their  districts. 

A Survey  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  area 
was,  therefore,  carried  out  by. the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  determining  whether  a house  was  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  regard  had  to  be  given  to  its  condition 
in  respect  of  matters  which  were  listed  in'  Section  9 of  the 
Act  as  follows 

(a)  Repair,  • 

(b)  Stability. 

(c  ) Freedom  from  dampness. 

fd)  Natural  lighting. 

(ej  Ventilation. 

(f)  Water  supply. 

(g)  Drainage  -and  sanitary  conveniences. 

(h)  Facilities  for  storage, 
preparation  and  cooking  of  food, 
and  for ' disposal  of  waste  water* 

Following  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  Survey,  the  Council  decided  to 
submit  proposals  to  the  Minister  for  dealing  with  the  following 
unfit  houses  by  including  them  in  "Clearance  Areas"  ~ 

1 to  1 6 Ilantybar  Houses,  Abercregan. 

11.  to  17  Fforchlas  Cottages,  " 

37,  30,  30a,  39,  l\D,  41  and  42 

Lloyds  Terrace,  Cymmer, 

It  was  also  suggested  to  the  Minister  that  the 
Council  would  be  able  to  secure  the  demolition  of  these  thirty 
houses  within  a period  of  three  years, 
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The  proportion  of  building  labour  In  the 
district  which  is  concerned  with  housing  repairs  and  work 
continues  to  be  inadequate  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  getting  owners  to  comply  with  repair  and -sanitary  notices. 

Proceedings  in  Magistrate's  Courts  were  taken 
in  twenty  three  instances  for .non- compliance  with  Statutory 
Notices  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances .due  to 

,dis~repair. 

Dangerous  structures  were  the  subject  of 
twenty  two  notices,  under'.  Section  38  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  and  proceedings  were  instituted  in  five  cased. 

The  following  housing  details  are  of  interest:- 

1.  Humber  of , new- dwelling  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

' a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) ) 33 

b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

, . , „ , . - ■(  i)  Built  by  the  Local  Authority. 34 

(ii).  Built  by  other  bodies  or  persons,, 1 

2*  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

-■  1*  ( d)  Total  number  of ‘dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

0.  ’■  " * Housing  defects  (under  Public.  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) , 1 59 

fb)  Number-  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose....  469 

, . . . 2*-  - va)'  ■ Number  of  'dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sph~head'  (l  )"  above,  ) which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidat ion 

, -.  • • Regulations-,  1923......... 0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,..,  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found. to  be  in  a state 
.♦•so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation. 30 

4*  Number  of  dwelling  houses  ( exclusive  of  those 
referred  to- under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation..,.. . 152 

3*  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Fprmal 'Notice* 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence ■ of ' informal. action  by  the  Local  Authority 
' or  t he  ir  ..Off  icers * 

4.  Action  .under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  & 1 6 of  Housing 
Act,  1936  - 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Formal  Notice: 

a)  By  ownc re  * f 

b)  By  Local  Authority. ........................ • ^ 


* 


10. 

'•  ■ \ t 

B.  -Pro pee dings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ~ 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied... 105 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notice: 

fa)  By  Ov/nors . 82 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners. ... ♦*  0 

0.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 12  Housing  Act,  1936  - > 

; (l  ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Order...... 0 

5*  "Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  iv.  - Overcrowding:- 


(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein...)  available, 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein...,) 

(b)  - Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  ye ar. 0 

(c)  - (i)  N amber  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during'  the  year 


become  overer.owden  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. . . . o 

6.  Bed  Bug  Infestation:  the  sanitary  inspector’s  services 
are  available  for  all  householders.  Wherever  there  is 
any  suspicion,  he  inspects  the  bedding  and  furniture  of 
incoming  tenants  of  ..council  houses. 

The  disinfestation  is  by  means  of  the 
insecticide  known  as  D. D. T • either  in  liquid  or  powder  form* 

Number  of  council  houses  disinfected..... 2 

Number  of  other  houses  dis infected 6 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  camp 
sites  or  inhabited  tents,  vans  and  sheds  in  the  area. 


o o 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  provision  of  a safe  and  wholesome  supply7-  of 
water  for  domestic  purposes  is  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  a 
Local  Authority. 

The  possibility  of  pollution  of  its  water, 
supplies  is  a constant  challenge  and  any  slackness  in  super- 
vision can  have  serious  consequences. 

Contamination  by  sewage  or  human  excrement  is 
undoubtedly  the  greatest  danger  and  if  the  pollution  is  of 
recent  origin,  the  possibility  of  outbreaks  of  typhoid  or 
paratyphoid  fevers  and  dys entry  cannot  be  ruled  out. 

The  routine  bacteriological  examination  of  water 
is  therefore  directed  at  the  detection  of  faecal  pollution  and 
is  mainly  concerned  with  the  search  for  B.  coli.  These 
relatively  harmless  organisms  which  are  present  in  large 
numbers  in  human  and  other  animal  excrement  survive  longer  in 
water  than  the  organisms  of  the  above-mentioned  diseases  and 
are  rather  more  resistant  to  chlorination. 

If  this  organism  is  not  found  in  the  water,  it 
can  be  inferred  with  reasonable  safety  that  disease  producing 
organisms  are  also  absent. 

If  the  water  contains  large  numbers  of  B.coli 
dangerous  germs  may  also  be  x^rcsent  and  the  existence  of 
recent  faecal  pollution  is  proved.  To  ensure  the  purity  of  wr.tc 
supplies  in  the  area,  twenty  five  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  chlorinated  main  sources 
of  supply  in  the  area. 

Results  were  unsatisfactory  in  throe  instances  and 
these  were  referred  to  the  Councils  Engineer  anrl  Surveyor  for 
attention.  Repeat  samples  were  taken  as  soon  as  possible  and 
these  proved  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

Eleven  samples  were  taken  from  unchlorinated 
subsidiary  and  iDrivate  supplies  of  water  and,  of  these,  three 
were  found  to  be  uns atisf actory.  Repeat  samples  were  satis- 
factory, which  showed  that  the  slight  pollution  was  of  a 
temporary  character  only. 

The  total  rainfall  in  the  area  during  1 355  was 

70.84  inches. 


Luring  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  in  the 
Summer  months,  it  was  found  necessary  to  distribute  handbills 
in  certain  parts  of  the  area  asking  householders  to  exercise 
restraint  in  the  use  of  water. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  ( G o nt inue  d ) 

0 he mi cal  analysis  show  that  waters  from  our 
main  sources  of  supply  are  soft  in  character  and  are 
probably  lead  solvent,  consequently  the  use  of  lead  pipes  in 
the  area  is.  not  allowed. 

2,501  houses  w-ith  an  estimated  population  of 
9,454  were  supplied  directly  from  the  Councils  water  mains. 

Seven  houses  were  supplied  from  a public  water  main  by  means 
of  a standpipe. 

The  main  sources  of  water  supply  in  £he.  area 
are  as  follows : - 

1 . High  Level  Tank,  GA/ncorrwg.  This  water  is  taken  from  the 
stream  11 antyr allow  which  has"  its  source  and  gathering  ground 
on  the  slopes  of  Ivlynydd  Ynyccorrwg,  This  tank  supplies  the 
village  of  G-lyncorrwg. 


2.  Low.  Level  Tank, G-lyncorrwg.  The  gathering  ground  of  the 

stream  Nantygroefi  which  "supplies  this  tank  is  also  on  the 
western  slopes  of  l.lynydd  Ynyscorrwg.  Abe  re  peg  an  and  the 
north  side  of  Cymmer  are  supplied  from  this  source. 


3*  Gwy nf i Res e rvo ir , Bl&e ngwy nf i . Water  from  the  G-wynf i 
reservoir  is  impounded  fromWfhe  Gwynf  i brook,  which  has 
its  source  and  gathering  ground  on  l.lynydd  Abergwynfi.  It 
supplies  the  south  side  of  Cymmer,  including  the  Croeserw 
Housing  Estate,  and  the' villages  ©f  Duffryn  Rhondda  and 
Oynonville. 


4.  East  Level  Waterworks,  This  is  an  underground 

soureeT'of  supply  talfen "xrbm  the*  ILtr  earn  which  issues  from 
the  mouth  of  the  old  and  disused  colliery  working  known  as 
East  Level*  The  needs  of  the  whole  of  Abergwynfi  and  part 
of  Blaengwynfi  are  met  from  tills  source  of  - supply. 


'■  The  seven  houses  in  Ef orchlas , Abercregan,  are 
supplied  from, a spring  about  70  yards  to  the  north  west  on 
rising  ground*  A small  concrete  tank  is  installed  and  the 
water  conveyed  to  a stand  pipe  in  the  middle  of  the  terrace. 


The  Cwmcas  houses  have  a private  piped  supply  to 
each  house  from  a concrete  tank  on  rising  ground  at  the  rear. 
This  tank  is  supplied  from'  an  adjacent  spring. 
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13. 

ov  FAq^piCTS.. 


Local  Authorities  are  required  b y the 
Factories  Act,  1937  to  administer  the  provisions,  of  the 
Act  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  and 
the  provisions  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation,  and  drainage  of  floors,  in 
factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used* 

Local  Authorities  are  also  responsible  for 
securing  in  factories  adequate  precautions  against  fire, 
and  administration  of  bakehouses  and  certain  other  matters 
relating  to  public  health* 

register  must  also  be  kept  of  all 
factories  in  the  district. 


Factories  _Act^  J 9pph 
4L 'oil  jfue*  jxdsiipiis  tpprfc^ion 

of  TsJfiL  iL  Amhw 32SDC* 

2?anA  J_*  AleI  A°A- 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  - 1933 
ri’ncludniig^inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector’ 


* -i  i « ♦ » 


Premises 


- ~ : :;im3Ce>3T  * : _ 

No.  on  V/ritten  Occupiers 

Register.  Inspections  Notices  Pilose cuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sectio'hs 

1,2, 3, 4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  3 

Authorities . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  8 

Authority* 

lj(iii)Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  5 

(excluding  out-workers r 
premises), 

. - 

' 


19  1 

37  2 

■14  . 


Total 


18 


2.  Oases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Uurabei~  of  TJas'es  in  which  ’ " ifurober  "of ~ 

Defects'" wc-rc  found"/  I^feircd  cases  in 

■ Found  Reuiiedic d To,  Ill'll."  r~By(  Ii> M , which  pros- 

""Xnspnctor  Inspector  e cut  ions 

were. 

_ instituted  { 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S*1 ) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  tenner at ure 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(s,4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences (S- 7) 
fa)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
s exes . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 


Total  3 3 


Outworkers . 

3*  There  were  no  outworkers  in  the  August  list 

required  by  Section  110,  Factories  Act,  1037.  No  action 
was  necessary  to  be  taken  under  Section  110  and  111  of  the 
Act, 


The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1 955>  which  were 
laid  before  Parliament  on  the  21st  December  1355*  will  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  January , 1956. 

These  Regulations  tahe  the  place  of  Section 
13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1936  (which  in  repealed  by 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954) • 

The  Regulations  lay  down  reguire rente  in 

respect  of  ~ 

(1)  The  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls, 
i etc.,  and  of  apparatus  and  equipment. 

(2)  Tte  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

(3)  The  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  food  and  of  their  clothing.  , and  the 
action  to  be  tahen  where  they  suffer  from,  or 
are  carriers  of,  certain  infections. 

(4)  The  construction,  repair  and  maintenance  of 
food  premises , stalls,  vehicles. 

(5)  The  temperature  at  which  certain  foods  that  are 
particularly  liable  to  transmit  disc  case  are  to 
be  kept  in  food  premises. 

The  ordinary  shop-keeper  will  probably  find 
these  Regulations  rather  complicated.  It  will  be  the  duty, 
therefore,  of  the  Health  Department  to  help  him  to  under- 
stand what  is.  required. 

It  should  be  noted  also  that  much  higher 
penalties  are  laid  down  in  the  new  Regulations. 

The  maximum  penalty  for  offences  has  been  raised 
to  £100  and  three  months  imprisonment  with  a £5  daily  penalty 
for  a continuing  offence. 

1 • MEAT,  AND  OTHER  ipODS,  3NS HEGTIChh_ 

During  the  year  273  visits  of  inspection  we  re- 
paid to  premises  where  persons  were  engaged  on  the  preparation, 
storage  and  display  of  food  for  sale. 

Seven  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  the 
above  premises  for  breaches  of  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  Of  these,  four  were  concerned  with  the  provision 
of  hand  washing  facilities.  Two  notices  were  in  respect  of 
food  preparation  equipment  which  required  cleansing  and  one- 
required  the  lime-washing  of  walls  of  warehouse  rooms. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  IITSPEQTIOH  ( COnt inue  d ) ft 

In  all  instances  the  notices  were,  promptly 

corap  lied  with. 


The  following  articles  of  food,  which  were  found 
to  be  diseased,  unwholesome  or  unsound,  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed  or  otherv/ise  disposed  o£4~ 


Mutton 

3 lbs  t 

Fr  uit 

71 

tins 

Sheeps  Liver 

2 lbs* 

Tomatoes 

105 

w 

Ham 

13?  11 

Evap.  milk 

52 

u 

Ham  (tinned) 

73  1! 

ere  am 

12 

ir 

Corned  beef 

113  " 

Cake  flour 

29 

Plots 

Pork  luncheon 

meat 

24  " 

Baked  beans 

11 

tins 

Smokc-d  gammon 

24  " 

Peas 

15 

w 

Fish 

3 51 

Eggs 

3 

doz  * 

Fish  (tinned) 

14  tins 

Condensed  milk 

8 

t ins. 

Stewed  steals 

31  lbs* 

d am 

3 

it 

Soup 

3 tins. 

0 us  t ar  d po w de  r 

2 

u 

Ti 

ic  number 

and  classification  of  nremises 

in  the 

urban  area  used 

for  the 

preparation 

of  food  for  sale  are 

given 

be  low : 

Fried  Fish  and 

Chip  Shops 

— 

6 

But  qhe  ps  m ale  i ng 

Sausages,  I 

'aggots,  etc.  - 

5 

Ice-cream  makers 

2 

Co llie 2 

?y  and  Factory  Canteens  - 

5 

School 

Cafes 

Canteens 

— 

8 

8 

There  are  fire  butchers’  shops , These  shops  are 
well  lighted  and  ventilated  and  good  standards  of  cleanliness 
are  maintained,  AH  have  refrigerators . Adequate  hand 
washing  facilities  are  provided  in  each  of  - the  premises. 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  area 
s it  uate  d as  f o Hows  ; - 

Abergwynfi  - 1 Oymraer  - 1 

The  statutory  requirements  applicable  to  bake- 
houses are  contained  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937  said  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Four  notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  non- 
observance  of  these -provisions  as  follows:- 

Limewashing  required  - 2 

Choked  drain  from  W. 0.  - 1 

Accumulation  of  re-fuse  - 1 

These  notices  were  all  complied  with  without 


undue  delay 


17 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  . 


There  Is  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  ares, 
which  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  165,  Jersey  Road,  Blaengwynf  i . 

This  slaughterhouse  Is  not  in  regular  use  , and 
the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  there  during  the  year 

totalled  only  SO* 

The  following  table  gives  the  classification 
of  animals  slaughtered,  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  in 
the  area  during  1955* 


Carcases  and  Qffal  inspected 

and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 

C at  u-Lc 
Excluding 
Cows 

Sheep 

. Cows  Calves  dr 

Lambs 

Pigs  , Hors  es 

N umb er  killed  (if  kno wn ) N i 1 

Ilil  17  il  26 

9 MU 

lumber  inspected. 

26 

9 

All  diseases  except 

Tuber culLos  is  and 

Cys ticerci » 

W7 io le  carcases  condemned  -■ 

_ ~ Nil  _ 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned..  ~ _ _ 2 1 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  then  tuber-  ~ - - Hone  Hone 


culosjs  and  cyst  ice  rcl.. 


Tuberculosis  only- 

Whole  car  .ases  condemned  - — 

lone 

None  - 

Carcases  of '-which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ~ ~ 

None 

None  _ - 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  - 

tuberculosis , 

None 

None  - 

Cys  t"i  car  os  is 

Carcases  gf  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  v - - 

None 

None 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration- 

None 

None. 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned.  - _.xl 

_iT?ne_ 

^jdone - 

2#  . ICE—CRDAM* 

Today  doe- ere  am  is  accepted  as  a food  and  is  sold, 
throughout  the  year  irrespective  of  weather  conditions* 

Some  recent  developments  leading  tq  increased 
consumption  is  the  greater  use  of  ice-cream  in  combination  with 
fruit  as  an  after  dinner  sweet  and  the  growing  popularity  of 
ice-cream  as  an  aid  to  enjoyment  in  cinemas. 

There  are  two  -ice-cream  producers  operating 
small  plants  in  the  area.,  Their  registered  premises  are 
situated  in  Glyncorrwg  and  the  output  is  sold  within  the  urban 
district , 


These  premises  and  plants  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment),  Regulations  1947*  and 
both  have  installed  recording  thermometers. 

Twenty-nine  premises  are  registered  in  the  area 
for  ifche  sale  and  storage  only  of  ice-cream  which  is  supplied 
mainly  by  the  large  manufacturers  who  have  nation-wide 
distribution. 

The  hygienic  quality  of  the  ice-cream  is 
ascertained  by  means  of  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  which 
is  used  to  assess  bacterial  growth.  During  the  year  twenty 
two  samples  were  taken  for  this  purpose  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  submitted  for-  examination  to  the  public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff,  the. results  are  ns  follows :- 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

Number  of  Samples  attaining  Provisional 

If  U II  It  1! 

II  II  II  It  II 

II  II  I!  II  II 


Grade  1 is  provisionally  interpreted  as 

it  q u ii  ii  h 

it  ^ it  ii  it  if 

if  p it  ii  it  it 

3.  MILK. 

Among  the  most  vulnerable  articles  of  food  from 
the  point  of  view  of  contamination  are  milk  and  milk  products* 

The  control,  of  the  milk  industry  is  therefore  of 
vital  importance  and  has  led  to  mb  -h  special  legislation  in 
recent  years* 


Grade  1 = 21 

" 2-  - 0 

" 3 » i 

" 4 = 

22 


"Sat isfactory" 

"Pair" 

"Uns  atisf actory" 

"Very  unsatisfactory" 


Continued/, . 
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3*  MILK  (Continued). 

The  heat  treatment  of  mills:  either  by 
pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  has  ensured  a safe  mill:  supply 
to  a large  percentage  of  the  population  of  this  country  . 

Much  concern  is,  however,  still  evident  in  many 
circles  at.  the  number  of  cases  of  non-pulnonary  tuberculosis 
and  other  diseases  which  can  be  attributed  to  milk  which 
has  not  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment* 


No  doubt  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at  is  that  all 
milk  should  be  from  cows  which  are  free  from  tuberculosis,  and 
other  disease  which  can  be  communicated  to  man*  Achievement 
of  t his  ideal  is  probably  not  too  far  distant,  but  in  the 
meantime  son  form  of  heat  treatment  of  milk  remains  the 
greatest  safeguard  to  the  public* 


Under  the  powers  given  to  them  by  Section  23  of 
the  Mood  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 
193C  and  otb  r Crdera,  tne  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Foo  and  the  Minister  of  Health  may  make  Orders  specifying 
areas  in  which  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  milk  of 
’'special  des ignaxicn”.  Parts  cf  Wales  have  already  been 
specified  and  .from  6th  December  1933  Meath,  Port  Talbot  and 
district  (which  includes  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District)  arc 
included  in  those  areas  where  only  milk  of  special  designation 


(that  is  ’'pasteurised”,  ’'sterilised”  or  ’’tuberculin  tested" 


milk) 


may  be  sold  by  rex- ail. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  and 
class  if icacicn  of  registered  persons  engaged  and  registered 
premises  used  in  the  production,  sale  and  storage  of  milk:- 

Cowhaepors  ~ 2 

Re  gi s to r e d dis  tri buters 

of  milk  - 9 

Milk  shops  where  milk 

sold  in  sealed  bottles  — 6 

Premises  used  as  dairies  - 9 

Sight  retailers  were  licensed  to  sell 
pasteurised  milk  and  two  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk,  during 
the  year. 


Seven  samples  cf  milk  produced  by  registered 
cowkeepers  within  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  were  examined 
during  the  year  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli-. 

All  the  samples  proved  to  be  negative. 


Continued/, . 
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Mil  IC._(  Continued) 

During  1953?  fourteen  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  end  two  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  mill:  were  taken  bp 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  from  retailers  of  mill:  in  the  area, 
and  taken  to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriulogical  examination. 

The  tests  used  for  the  various  analyses  of 
samples  have  been  recorded  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  The 
results  of  these  tests  of  course  refer  only  to  the  samples 
submitted.  It  is  thus  necessary  to  maintain  serial 
investigations  to  maintain  adequate  control  un  the  supplies. 

The  samples  of  pasteurised  and  tuberculin  tested 
milks  were  from  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  established 
outside  the  urban  area.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  all 
s amp 1 e s a 1 1 alne d the  re qu i re  d s t andar ds . 

4?  PODENT  CONTROL. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  essentially 
a-  part  of  the  general  work  of  disinfestation  with  which  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  a Local  Authority  is  generally 
concerns  d* 


lor  t _e  purposes  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  it  is  usual  for  a Local  Authority  to 
nominate  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  the  officer  best  fitted  to 
supervise  the  execution  and  enforcement  of  this  work. 

ilxtens  ive  experimental  and  practical  trials 
carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
(infestation  Control  Division)  have  shown  that  poisoning  is 
generally  the  most  effective  method  of  extermination. 

Tno  achievement  of  complete  extermination  is, 
however,  very  difficult  when  one  considers  the  breeding  capacity 
of  rodents  - 

A female  rat,  on  reaching  the  age  oi  three  or 
four  months  is  capable  of  producing  a litter  averaging  eight 
young  every  three  or  four  weeks. 

Surveys  of  business  premises,  river  banks, 
council  properties,  etc,,  in  the  area  are  made  twice  a year  end 
infested  premises  are  poison  treated  by  the  Council  s sewerman 
who  is  also  part-time  rodent  operative. 

The  Council’s  swwer  manholes  are  treated  twice 
and  the  refuse  tips  at  least  three  times  a year. 

Poisons  used  are  zinc  phosphide,  arsenic  and 

warfarin. 
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4 . RODENT  CONTROL  ( Oont  Inue  d ) 

The  table  below  gives  particulars  of*  rodent 
control  work  carried  out  during  i 955 * 

PREVENTION  OR  DAMAGE  31  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Report  for  year  endtjd  list  December,  1955* 


oT  Wop  or  ty * ITT  ~~ 

LocaX  Dwelling-*  Agricul-'  All  "other  "Total 
Authority  houses  tural  (including 


47 


3 

6 

13 


2 

6 


0 


2538 


21 

31 

153 


21 

6 

27 


21 


3 

16 


n 


business 
premises ) 


1 * Total  number  of 
properties  in  district 

2.  N limber  of  properties 
inspected  during  1955 
as  a result  of:- 
(a)  notification 
ib;  survey 
(c;  otherwise 

3.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 
by  rats 

Major 
Minor 

4«  Number  of  properties 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  mice. 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 

6.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 

1 ) Treatment  - - 

2)  Structural  Works  - - - 

7-  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 

was  taken*'  ' - - - 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  - ~ ~ 

9.  Number  of  "block"  control  schemes  carried  out  « Nil. 


257 


0 

20 

86 


3 


0 


3 


2842 


26 

57 

254 


2 

30 


6 

38 


22 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF YYlE jYREA. 

In  accordance  with  I ho  Sanitary  Officers  1 
Order,  Mr*  John  Tate,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has,  by  inspection 
of  the  area,  to  keep  himself informed  of  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district  and  in  respect  of  nuisances  that 
require  abatement*  Under  other  Acts',  Regulations  and  Orders, 
he  has  a variety  of  other  -duties* 

A summary  of  his  inspections  and  visits 
during  1955  is  os  follows  j« 


GENERAL  DISTRICT  SPBOYICNS  : * • 

A be rgwynf i an  d Blae  ngwynfi * 

Cyrasie'r * ......  k , 

Duffryn  Rhondda  and  Oynonville.,. » . 
G-lyncorrwg ....*♦ * « * 

HOUSING-  AND,  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS  ; - 


• UUmber 


13 

12 

7 

8 


Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  defects  and 

nuisances  due  to  dis-repair.  * . . 

Re~ visits  to  dwelling  houses  - as  above ,, ........ « 

Defective  and  new  drains  

Oincmas  and  Halls  , * . . . 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated  buildings  and.  structures.*.. 
Stab  le  s*«  »•..■.>«•.»»«»«•«*.*.  ........ ««« •*«*««,  »*•••«* 

Piggeries  ....... 


159 

310 

& 


19 

59 

3 
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HYGIEDE  CP  FOOD  LYSBJOIICNS 


Dairies  and  milk  chops 56 

Butchers1  shops,  fish  shops,  grocers'1  stores 

and  food  preparation  places 283 


FACTORY  INSPECTION S . . 

YUS^TIi^^i  J21DSR  SHOPS  AGT  1934 

PEST  CONTROL  INSPECTIONS, 

Rodent  Control. ...... 

Bed  Bug  Infestation*. 


MISCILLY-fBQUS  UTS  PEC  TIQNS 

Mis ce llancous  nuisances 

Defective  sewers .....................  * 

Water  works  and  water  supply ...» 

Infectious  diseases  and  disinfections. 

Total  number  of  inspections 


7C 

49 

331 

16 


23 

16 

36 

18 

JJL78__ 


23 


$ 

Lets, 

action  taken 

in  cases  of  breaches'  of 

Orders 

and  Regulations 

discovered  du 

ring  inspections  is  sum 

maris c-  d as  f o Hows : - 

'Nature  of  breaches  No 

Number  ox  Notices 

Subject  of 

, of 

Ho . of 

complied 

with 

inspections 

of  .'icts.  Orders  Informal 

Statutory 

and  Regulations.  No 

tices , 

notices 

Informal 

Statutory 

Dwelling  Houses 
under  Housing 
Consolidated 
Regulations , I'D 25 

Dampness, Disrepair, 
Defective  paved 
areas,  W.  CPs 

152 

105 

26 

82 

Dwelling  houses 
on  complaint  of 
a nuisance. 

Drainage,  etc. 

Miscellaneous 

Dead' Sheep,  Deposit 

nuisances.* 

o f M anur e , Dcp o s i t s 

5 

2 

3 

2 

of  house  refuse, etc. 

Dairies  and 

D a 1 r y premises 

Milks hops . 

requiring  repair. 

- j 

0 

1 . . 

C 

Dangerous  or 

Buildings  or 

dilapi date d 

structures  dilap id- 

22 

20 

2- 

17 

buildings  and 
structures , 

ated  or  dangerous. 

Butcher  shops, 

Removal  of  refuse, 

Pish  shops. 

cleansing  and  Lime- 

4 

4 

Grocery  and 

was hing  re  qu i re  d » 

7 

3 

Provis ion. 

Provision  of  adequate 

storc-s  and 

washing  facilities 

places  where 
food  is 
prepared. 

etc. 

Factories, 

Cleansing  and  Lime- 

Workshops  and 

washing  required. 

3 

3. 

0 

3 

Workplaces 

Dof e ct ive  dra inage . 

( including 

Sanitary  conveniences 

Bakehouses ) 

insufficient-. 

Pigstyes. 

Cleansing  and  Lime- 
washing  required. 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Dre ins , 

Defective  and  choked* 

22 

11 

11 

11 

Domestic  Water 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Supplies, 

Houses  without 

7.  _ 

water  supply.* 

— 

— 

*"■ 

if 

Was tags . 

0 

22 

0 

22 

24' 
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MFEGTIOUS  DISEASES  OR  EgVEBS. 

... . - The  following  table  shows  the  distribution 

of  notified  infectious  diseases  and  tuberculosis,  in  the. 
different  wards  of  the  areas- 


Disease 


,-r  T of al  T? ofaT" 

Glyncorrwg  Oymmer  Abergwynfl  for  for 

2-9JLV  iiJS2L_ 


Me  ning  o cocc  a 1 Infect  i on 
Scarlet  Eever 
Me  as les 

V/ho  op  i ng  Go  ugh 
Pneumonia 
Erys ipelas 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  Non  Pulmonary 
Pood  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


1 

38 

3 


3 


•’  .1 

•too 

6 


3 


87 

1 


6 


5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

- 1 
22 

5 


2 

223 

12 

.2 

14 


1 

i nr 


. * 

~95  W 


2 


TU3ERG ULGS  IS « 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1 953-,  mention  was  made  of 
plans  to  offer  3. G.G,  vaccination  to  children  in  the  school 
leaving  age  group  during  1933  and  that  this  practice,  would 
thereafter  become  an  annual  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Glamorgan 
Gounty  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority* 

In  my  capacity  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  it 
was  my  privilege  to  direct  the  work  of  3. G.G.  vaccination  in  your 
area,  and  I am  now  able  to  report  on  the  success  of  the  work 
during  the  period  under  review* 

Out  of  a total  of  113  children  in  the  age  group 
invited  to  participate  in  the  scheme,  89  consents  were 
immediately  forthcoming.  Seventeen  further  consents  were  given 
after  a home  visit  by  the."  Health  Visitor.  Nine  parents  refused 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  scheme. 

As  a result  of  the  preliminary  skin  test, 
thirteen  children  were  found  to  be  positive  reactors  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  these  to  bo  X-rayed  by  the  Ghest 
Physician, 

Of  the  remainder  tested,  sixty  six  agreed  to,  and 
received  B,  C.G.  vaccination,  thus  receiving  a form  of 
protection  against  tuberculosis  during  a period  in  their  lives 
when  the  incidence  rate  is  known  to  be  high. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

INCIDENCE  AND  DOMICILIARY  CARE. 


Males’ 

Romaics 

Number  of  Oases 

Pulmonary 

'44 

67 

on  Register  1st 

N on~Pu Imonar y 

13 

17 

January,  1955* 

Total 

JlL 

84 

Number  of  Oases 

Pulmonary 

47 

63 

on  Register  31st 

N on-Pu Imonary 

11 

14 

December,  1955* 

Total 

Total  Gan oi 


135. 


Number  removed  from  Register  os  follows;- 


Number  loft  district 
Number  died 
Number  recovered 


12. 

5. 

5. 


Number  of  new  notifications 
Number  of  in- transfers 
Restored  to  Register 


14. 

2. 


Case  not  formally  notified 
died  of  Non  Pulmonary 
Tuberculos is 


26.  „ 


MEASLES « 

For  several  years  the  incidence  of  Basies  in 
the.  (xlyncorrwg  Urban  District  has  been  relatively  lev;, 
although  a slight  peak  has  been  apparent  during  alternate 
years. 

Concomitant  with  a similar  incidence  in 
neighbouring  areas,  there  was  an  epidemic  of  me asles  in 
1955*  Over  the  years  a reservoir  of  susceptible 
children  had  been  built  up  and  this  reservoir  was  well 
and  truly  tapped  this  year,  223  cases  being  notified  to 
the  De  p art  me  nt . 

Fortunately  the  disease  occurred  in  a 
relatively  mild  form  and  t lie  complications  and  sequelae 
were  few. 

WEIUfS  DISEASE. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  in  the  ordinary 
way,  but  its  occurrence  being  somewhat  rare,  is  usually 
unofficially  notified  to  the  .Medical  Officer  of  Health  by 
the  family  doctor.  One  ouch  case  which  proved  fatal  came  to  my 
notice  during  the  month  of  August* 

The  disease  is  caused  by  a filter  passing  virus 
that  is  excreted  by -infected  rats.  The  usual  mode  of  entry 
into  the  -human  body  is  through  minor  abrasions  in  the  skin, 
though  it  is  occasionally  caused  by  ingestion  through  the 
mouth. 

Bathing-  in  streams  or  canals  near  which  rats  are 
to  be  found  can  lead  to  the  virus  coming  into  contact  with 
and  entering  the  human  body.  The  disease  has  been  caused 
amongst  miners  working  in  pits  infested  with  rats. 

Contact  with  excreta  of  rats  infected  with  the  germ  is, 
of  course,  very  difficult  to  trace. 

FOOD  P0ISQ1IIITG. 


Although  the  two  cases  notified  during  the  year 
have  been  allocated  to  the  ward  in  which  they  normally 
reside,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  both  cases  occurred 
whilst  the  patients  were  in  an  institution  outside  the  area* 
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TABLE  1, 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  TILE  UR Y ALT  DISTRICT  FOR  1955. 

These  statist Ice  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
Registrar  G-enaral, 

Live  Births ' Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  174  92  82 

Illegitimate  8 4 4 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  - 19*04 

Still-births Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  732 

Illegitimate  -1  1.  , ■■  - 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  - 42.1 

Deaths ■ Total  Males  ' Females 

1 00  66  34 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the.  estimated  resident 
population  - 10.46 

Dearths  From  Puerperal  Pauses  : - 

There  were  no  deaths  Iron  puerperal 

causes . 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births ....»•*•• 43*96 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  legitimate  births,,.,,...  43*98 

Deaths  from  CJancer  ( all  ages  *•••••*••••«•••••••  13 

Deaths  from  Maos  les  ( all  ages  ] 0 

Deaths  from  Who oping  Gough  (all  ages . 0 


TAELS  ,2. 

ANALYSIS  OP  TUB  CAUSES  OP  nTPANTS 1 HE  ATI  IS.  DURE  .'G  1 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  : 3 NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE  : 46, 48  per 

thousand  live 
births. 


■ - 1.st  04  hours  One  day'  - 

. PJL  Ij-i*6 one  month 

Prematurity  and  Hydrocephalus  i - 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  - 1 

Microcephaly  and  Meningocele  1 - 

DEATHS  DIMING  ONE  MONTH  TO  ONE  YEAR  OP  AGE  : 5. 

Broncho  pneumonia  2. 

Asphy&ia  1 • 

Gasiro  Enteritis  2. 


■TABLE  3. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  ' 

New  cases  during  1955  m- 

PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 
Male  Ponale  Male*  ."  Pc  male 

Under  1 year 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years. 

Over  5 years  and  under  10  years. 

Over  10  years  and  under  13  years. 

Over  13  years  ard  under  20  years. 

Over  20; years  and  under  '23 -years . 

Over  25  years  and  under  35  years. 

Over  35  years  and  under  45  years. 

Over  45 'years  -and /under -55  years; 

Over  55 'years  and  under / 65. years. 

Over  ‘65  “years  /and  -under  -75  years  . 

Over  75  years. 


9. 


NIL. 


Totals 


NIL, 
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TABLE.  4. 

GLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURPIQ J 9£5.* 
( aG  recorded,  by  Re/ ; is t r ar  ,Gc nc pal } 


Male  a Females 


1 * Tuberculos is , Respirator;'’ 2 3 

2*  Tuberculosis,  Non  Respiratory. . 1 

3*  Syphilitic  Disease ~ 

4*  Diphtheria..... ~ 

5*  Whooping  Cough - 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections ~ 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles - 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases.......  1 

1 0.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. .................  3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  Bronchus. 8 

12.  Malignant  nc  op 1 asm,  bre  as  t 

13-  Malignant  nc  op las m.  Uterus 

14*  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15*  Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 

1 6.  Diabetes 


17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.. 7 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina.,,............,..*..  11 

19.  Eypertens ion,  with  heart  disease ~ 

20.  Other  heart  disease 4 

21*  Other  circulatory  disease. .................. . 4 

22.  Influenza ~ 

23*  Pneumonia* 4 

24*  Bronchitis  * 13 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 4 

26*  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 2 

27.  Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. .......... . 1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis - 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate ~ 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion, ............  ♦ ~ 

31*  Congenital  malformations - 1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- defined  diseases. ..... , 1 4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents,.*,,.....,..,...,....  - ~ 

34*  All  other  accidents 2 1 

35.  Suicide, 1 - 

36*  Homicide  and  operations  of  war - — 


All  causes 
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